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The 4th China Tianjin International Helicopter Exposition opened yesterday morning in 
the Airport Economic Area of Tianjin. Mayor of Tianjin Wang Dongfeng, GM of AVIC Tan 
Ruisong, lieutenant general Peng Bo, the deputy commanding officer of PLA ARMY kicked 
off the show.

An Informa Company

D
A 
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4th China Helicopter Exposition Opened

Ruohang to Buy 12 Bell 505s from Reignwood

Ruohang Group’s Lhasa Xueying General Aviation signed a contract here yesterday with Reignwood 
Aviation for two Bell 505 JetRanger X and a purchase agreement option for 10 more. The first of 
the light single-engine helicopters will be delivered next February, 
making Xueying General Aviation one of the first 505 operators in 
China. Lhasa Xueying General Aviation is owned by Ruoer General 
Aviation Development Group and Lhasa Tourism and Culture Group. 
Ruohang Group and Reignwood also signed a strategic cooperation 
agreement to market development for helicopters.Reignwood is Bell 
Helicopter’s largest customer for the 505, with contracts covering 60 
JetRanger X.

9 14
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leonardocompany.com

Excelling Together

Leonardo Helicopters is committed to serving your business -  
to enable the most demanding operations, worldwide.

A global network of over 1,800 dedicated specialists provide the highest-
quality of customer support, advanced service solutions and a comprehensive 
customer-tailored range of training programs - collectively known as ‘TeamUp’ 
- ensuring mission success; anytime, anywhere.

Inspired by the vision, curiosity and creativity of the great master inventor - 
Leonardo is designing the technology of tomorrow.

http://leonardocompany.com
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AVIC Wins Orders for 26 Helicopters

AVIC’s Changhe and Harbin helicopter 
companies signed deals for a total of 26 
rotorcraft here at the show yesterday, including 
a breakthrough into the international police 
aviation market.

The orders involved 18 light, single-
engine AC311A helicopters, two twin-engine 
AC312s, four hot-and-high AC312Es, and 
two three-engine AC313s.

The deals were:

Leasing Co., for use in public services and 
general aviation;

helicopters for export to Zambia for police 
missions;

for Tibet Development and Investment Group 
General Aviation Co. to be used by Tibet’s 

emergency rescue and general aviation service;

Group through Huaxia Jiuzhou General 
Aviation Company.

In addition, AVIC Changhe Aircraft 
Industry Group signed an agreement with 
Zhangqiu District Government of Jinan, 

general aviation service center that will offer 
helicopter maintenance, modification and 
sales of aviation materials and spare parts. 

Another MRO deal saw Avicopter, CITIC 
Offshore Helicopter, AVIC International 
Aero-Development Corporation and AVIC 
Investment Co. agree to set up the joint 
venture Helicopter United Technologies Co., 
for maintenance of airframe and spare parts, 
aircraft lifetime extension, modification, and 
sales of helicopter materials and spare parts. 

2017 9 14
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Avicopter Showcases Progress at Heli Expo

Avicopter, the leader of China’s helicopter industry and one of the organizers of this year’s China Helicopter 
Exposition, used the occasion to showcase its broadening product line.

AVICopter Launches Flight Training and Experience Center

9 14

AC311 R44 S300
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Lv Jie, President of AVICOPTER.
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Training and Technology Experience 
Center was officially established. AVIC 
Deputy General Manager ChenYuanxian, 
Tianjin Binhai New District Deputy Mayor 
Xia Qinglin unveiled the center together.

AVIC opter ’s  Flight  Training and 
Technology Experience Center is an 
experience center which is focusing on pilot 
and air traffic control training. The center is 
equipped with 7 helicopters including AC311, 

fixed wing aircraft.It is reported that it’s the 
largest domestic general aviation simulation 
training center at present.

http://aviationweek.com
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AVIC, CITIC Set up MRO for Russian Helicopters

9 14

60

A  c e n t e r  t o  m a i n t a i n 
Russian-made helicopters 
will be set up in Tianjin under 
an agreement signed here 
yesterday.

AVIC and CITIC Group 
C o r p.  w i l l  f o r m  a  j o i n t 
maintenance, repair and 
overhaul venture and operate 
it with formal maintenance 
authorization from Russian 
Helicopters, that country’s 
umbrella helicopter company. 
It will be located in the Tianjin 
Airport Economic Area.

Russian helicopters have been operated in China for 60 years, but they have never received full 
in-country support from their manufacturers. The new center should alleviate that problem and 
provide standardized maintenance for the growing fleet of Russian-made helicopters with repair and 
maintenance of the aircraft and their components and accessories. It will also carry out upgrades and 
modifications.

China this month will take delivery 
of the first two of six Russian-made Ka-
32 utility helicopters from a contract 
signed last year. They will go to a number 
of companies including Jiangsu Huayu 
General Aviation Company, Qingdao Public 

The Ka-32A11BC multirole helicopter 
is designed for special search and rescue 
operations, firefighting missions and law 
enforcement operations. They are currently 
in service in Austria, Azerbaijan, Brazil, 
C anada,  C hina,  Indonesia,  Japan, 

More Kamov Helicopters for China

Kamov Ka-32A11BC helicopters have 
been operated in China for several years and 
have been involved in firefighting and rescue 
operations, as well as hot-and-high work in the 
highlands. There are currently 13 active on 
the China civil register, according to website 
Rotorspot. Kamov is part of Russian Helicopters, 
Hall 1, Booth D203.                                 —John Morris

http://aviationweek.com
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Avicopter and Tianjin Agree Flight Training Center

9 14

AECC Making Its First Debut In Tianjin

Aero Engine Corporation of 
China (AECC), the nation’s new 
aero engine company, is making 
its debut here with four exhibits: a 
military and a civilian turboshaft 
engine, a helicopter drive system 
and a rotor system.

AECC (Hall 1, Booth A102) is 
presenting a model of the dual-
use, 1,600 kW class WZ-16 
turboshaft; the helicopter drive 
system displays its speed change 
process, and the helicopter ball 
flexible rotor system is making its 
first public appearance.

Group. It powers the Avicopter AC352 helicopter which is in flight test towards certification 
next year.  The WZ-16 and its French Ardiden 3C counterpart will be certified to the standards 

certification is expected at the end of this year. 
A main feature of the WZ-16 is its low operating and life cycle costs, and a time before 

overhaul of 5,000 hours. It has a 15% power growth potential and is suitable for 7-ton twin-
engine helicopters and 13-ton triple-engine helicopters. The engine is currently the most 
powerful turboshaft to be developed in China. 

AECC

4

1 A102 -16

1600

-16

50/50

2016 12 20 AC352

-16

5000

-16 15%

7 13 1600

A new flight training center will be built in Tianjin under an 
agreement signed yesterday between Avicopter and the Tianjin 
Airport Economic Zone.

The center will provide multi-type and simulator training for pilots 
as well as theory and practice, and professional ground services.

It will also include aviation education and science, with an 
emphasis on teenagers.

Avicopter, the leader of China’s helicopter industry, is based in 
Tianjin.

http://aviationweek.com
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China Will Need More 
Firefighting Helicopters

4 -26TS
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Whether it’s climate change or increased 
media coverage, forest fires seem to be getting 
worse.

That’s no different in China than anywhere 
else. And neither is the lack of resources to 
contain a blaze before serious damage is done.

China’s fleet of firefighting helicopters — 

Avicopter AC313s — isn’t nearly enough.
“There is a tremendous need for at least 60 

more helicopters, maybe 100, over the next 
10 years to perform this kind of mission,” 
says Vincent Dufour, Airbus Helicopters’ vice 
president-commercial for China.

completed a two-week demonstration tour in 

including firefighting with an underslung 
Bambi Bucket. The 2,000 km tour included 
the ancient town of Linjiang in south-west 
China, where the H215 showcased its 

“It was a very successful demonstration, and 
we are now talking with officials,” says Dufour.     

                                                            —John Morris

The H215 demonstrating its firefighting capabilities.

Airbus Helicopter Leads MRO in Region

Airbus Helicopters has the most 
extensive maintenance, repair and 
overhaul coverage of any helicopter 
manufacturer in the Asia-Pacific region, 
with eight factory-owned MROs and 10 
authorized service centers. 

That’s the conclusion of the just-
released Infrastructure report by Hong 
Kong-based aviation consultants Asian 

Leonardo Helicopters comes in second 

with two factory-owned MROs and 16 
authorized facilities. This is just ahead of 
Bell Helicopter with one factory-owned 
MRO and 14 authorized facilities. 

with five authorized facilities.
Mainland China has the second-greatest 

concentration of helicopter MRO facilities 
in the region with 22, versus 34 in Australia.

Booth 

A803.

8 10

16 1

14 1

5

22

34

http://aviationweek.com
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Giant Mi-26TCs Handle China’s Hot Spots 

There are now four giant Mi-26TC 
helicopters available to fight fires in China 
– and they have been busy this year. The 
aircraft are produced by Rostvertol, part of 
Russian Helicopters.

extinguished with the help of the heavy-
haulers.

in mountainous forest near Yantai city 

a Hyundai car factory and other industries. 
The Mi-26TC greatly helped firefighters 
with eight water drops of ten tons each.

A second forest fire was sparked 
on June 23 in by a lightning strike in 
Daxing’anling, Heilongjiang province, 
leading to a blaze that threatened rare 
species of trees and animals. The Forestry 
Department of Heilongjiang province sent 
2,284 firemen to fight the fire, and backed 
them up with eight helicopters: two Mi-
26TCs, two Mi-171s, two Ka-32s and two 
Z-8s. The Mi-26TC helicopters made 12 
water drops totaling 96 tons; the combined 
effort extinguished the fire in a day. 

Last year the Mi-26TC was also used to 
provide fire safety during the G20 summit 
of world leaders in Hangzhou.

The Mi-26TCs are operated in China 
by QingDao Helicopter Co., which has 
two of them, and China Flying Dragon 
General Aviation Co., and Lectern 

to the Forestry Department of China for 
firefighting.

Last month Mi-26 helicopters helped 
save their birthplace when a major blaze 
engulfed parts of the Russian city of 
Rostov-on-Don, where they are built. 

District and Federal National Guard 

made 12 drops totaling 90 tons of water, 
flying day and night through thick smoke 
and haze to reach their targets.

Russian Helicopters is here at Hall 1, 
Booth D203.                                   —John Morris

4 Mi-

26TC Rost-

vertol

2017

Mi-26TC 10

6

23

2284 8

Mi-26TC Mi-171s Ka-32 Z-8

Mi-26TC 96

1

G20 Mi-26TC

Mi-26TC

Lectern

Mi-26

5

Mi-8 Mi-26 7 Mi-

26s 90

China can now call on four Mi-26TCs to fight fires.

Chongqing to Supply 15 Enstroms to Police

Chinese police forces signed agreements here with Chongqing General Aviation Industry 
Group involving 15 Enstrom 408B turbine helicopters for law enforcement. The Chinese 

and distributor. A law enforcement-equipped 408B can be seen here at the show. 

9 14
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Collins Supplies HeliSureTM Avionics for AC312E/C 
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Advanced avionics from Rockwell Collins 
are featured in the cockpit of Avicopter’s 
new nine-seat AC312E helicopter, which is 
undergoing flight testing with certification 
anticipated “in the near future.”

The AC312E, optimized for high altitude 
performance and reduced operating costs, 
is a development of the 12-seat H410/425 
helicopter that can trace its origins back to 
license-production in China from 1981 of the 

TM 

communication, navigation and surveillance 
equipment. The cockpit display system 

warning system) and EFB (electronic flight 
bag). Options for the platform also include the 

“The comprehensive solution we’re 
providing for the AC312E/C features an 
advanced architecture that supports future 

capabilities as they become available, which 
is especially important for the types of 
missions that will be flown by the AC312E. 
Through our long-time, collaborative working 
relationship with Harbin Aircraft Industries 
Group (HAIG), we were able to develop an 
innovative avionics suite that delivers safety, 
situational awareness and reliability to 
AC312E operators,”  the company says.

HAIG has also selected Rockwell Collins to 
provide the avionics for the next-generation 
development of the AC312, the AC312C.

Avicopter’s AC312E features a Rockwell Collins HeliSureTM flight deck.

Unmanned Z-5 Scores a First in Low Level Work 

The widely-used Z-5 unmanned helicopter 
designed in 2011 by No.60 Research Institute of 
The People's Liberation Army General Political 
Department has just scored a new first thanks to 
a Ku-band satellite communications system: low 
altitude surveillance in mountainous terrain.

Flying at low level through plains, hills and 
mountains makes line-of-sight communication 
impossible. But fitted with Ku-band equipment—
a first in China for an unmanned aerial vehicle—
the Z-5 demonstrated the feasibility of unmanned 
operations in those environments.

The helicopter performed 18 sorties and 20 
flight hours from Aug. 3-18 conducting checks 

of electrical transmission wires in Guangdong 
Province, where it also encountered high heat, high 
humidity and marine conditions. It successfully 
inspected 110kV, 220kV and 50kV AC-voltage 
power lines, securing precise coordinates of 
towers and electric lines as well as shooting high-
definition images of insulators, pins, connectors 
and vibration dampers. 

The Z-5 is in service in civil fields such as 
electricity, agriculture, forestry and resource 
detection, in addition to military uses. It has a 
maximum take-off weight of 450 kg, a mission 
payload of 50-80 kg, a maximum cruising speed of 
160 km/h, and flight endurance of 4-6 hr.

8 3

Z-5

18 Z-5

Ku
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2011

AC312 AC312C
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Thales: A Next-Gen Digital Cockpit

Avionics 2020

2000 5000

S-76D

Avionics 2020

1

C510

Avionics 2020

Imagine a helicopter that nearly flies itself, leaving the crew free to 
concentrate on the mission at hand. Avionics, connected seamlessly 
to the rest of the world through secure datalinks, make the aircraft a 
digital node on the Internet and display vital mission information 

time to headquarters.
That is the goal of French avionics expert Thales, which has been 

refining its Avionics 2020 vision for helicopters for the last four years. 
The new cockpit has not yet won a place on a helicopter, but Thales 
has plenty of experience in the market: its avionics have been selected 
for more than 2,000 military and than 5,000 civil helicopters around 

Avionics 2020 features Thales’ expertise in four core digital 
technologies: connectivity, Internet of Things, data analytics and 
artificial intelligence.

The result will be increased safety and efficiency, and lower cost of 
ownership, says Emmanuel Guyonnet, vice president marketing for 
Thales helicopter avionics.

Thales is here at China Heli Expo, Hall 1, Booth C510, to promote 
Avionics 2020 to Western and Chinese manufacturers. 

Thales is promoting its Avionics 2020 digital cockpit here at the show.
A Compact Autopilot

Until now automatic pilots were too heavy and too expensive, 
especially for light and medium helicopters, says Thales. But its 
new Compact Autopilot brings big-helicopter safety features to 

them increasingly operating at low level and in adverse weather.
The Compact Autopilot system weight is reduced by not 

requiring a main Flight Control Computer. It provides stability 
augmentation, attitude retention and flight director modes such as 
altitude or heading hold and reduces the risk of aircraft incidents.

forming a partnership for helicopter avionics under a memorandum 
of understanding signed two years ago, says Guyonnet, “but there is no 
news today.”                                                                                                     —John Morris

http://aviationweek.com


14    September 15, 2017  |  AviationWeek.com

Safran Helicopter Engines Builds China Momentum 
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More than one out of every two 
Chinese-registered civil helicopters 

Engines, the French engine 
manufacturer previously known as 
Turbomeca.

It has over 600 turboshaft 

engines in service in-country, 
with many more to come as 

helicopters win more sales 
and as the flow of imported 
rotorcraft gains momentum. In 
addition, China’s large military 

engines including the WZ-8 
version of the Arriel.

The next development will 
be certification at the end of 
2018 of the joint-venture 1,700 
shp WZ16 engine in the 7-ton 
AC352 helicopter.

 “We have been working for 
more than 40 years with the 
Chinese helicopter industry,” 
says Hervé Pasbecq, General 

China, with increasing levels 

the single-engine Avicopter 
AC311/311A helicopters, and 
the twin-engine Harbin Z-9/
H 4 1 0 / H 4 2 5 /AC 3 1 2 A  a n d 
the updated AC312E. That 
series owes its origins to the 
Aerospatiale Dauphin built under 
license by Hafei from 1981.

 “We have some other projects 
as well,” says Pasbecq, but he 
would not disclose details. 
Avicopter has yet to announce 
engine selections for its highly-
modified AC312C program, 
based on the AC312A, and the 
under-development 3-ton-class 

proposing the Arrius 2.
Un t i l  f ive  ye a r s  ag o  t h e 

m a j o r i t y  o f  Tu r b o m e c a ’ s 
engines in China were license-
b u i l t  by Chinese partners, 

but now more Western-built 

service in imported helicopters. 
Consequently in 2013 Turbomeca 
opened a maintenance center 
in Tianjin for Arriel 2, Arrius 2 
and Maquila 1 and 2 engines to 
supplement the overhaul facilities 
of its Chinese partners.

support deliveries into China of 
the new single-engine Bell 505 
JetRanger X from the beginning 
of 2018. That helicopter is 

Arriel 2R turboshaft, and Bell 
has announced contracts with 
Chinese customers for more 
than 75 aircraft.

here in Hall 1, Booth C507.

                                     —John Morris

2013

2

2 1 2

2018

505 JetRanger X

2R

75

Hervé Pasbecq

Avicopter’s AC312E is powered by two Safran Helicopter Engines Arriel 2H turboshafts.

http://aviationweek.com
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First Two New K-Max for China
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The world’s only dedicated single-seat, medium lift 
helicopter is back in production after a 10-year lapse, and the 
first two are going to China. 

Kaman Aerosystems’ K-Max Aerial Truck helicopters will 
be used to fight fires by Guangdong Juxiang General Aviation 

Co., of Hong Kong, which will obtain approval for the type 
from the Civil Aviation Authority of China (CAAC).

Helicopter legend Charles Kaman designed the K-Max in 
the 1990s, using his patented counter-rotating, intermeshing-
rotor design for an aircraft optimized to haul cargo back and 
forth as efficiently as possible with just one engine and a 
minimized, single-seat fuselage. About 35 were built before 
production ceased in 2003, and 21 are still in service around 
the world. The new production run of 10 K-Max’s is valued 
between $75-85 million, the company says. All have been 

two for China, and more could be produced if there is enough 
demand. 

The K-Max can lift up to three tons (2,722 kg) externally at 
lower altitudes and 5,000 lb (2,268kg) at 8,000 ft  altitude (2,446 
m). It is designed for up to 30 trips an hour, whereas most 
helicopters can manage only one or two cycles in that time. 

In 2010, Kaman teamed with Lockheed Martin on a $45.8 
million contract to use two unmanned K-Max helicopters 

Over 33 months they hauled 4.5 million pounds (2.04 
million kg) of cargo, demonstrating their capability to keep 
operating reliably in harsh, hot-and-high conditions.

The K-MAX fleet has accumulated more than 340,000 
flight hours since FAA certification in 1994.           —John Morris

K-max for china.

The first K-Max for China was handed over in the 
U.S. on July 13.

16    September 15, 2017  |  AviationWeek.com
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Simplex Adds Cannon to AC313 Firefighter

Simplex AC313
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firefighter with a punch with the addition of a powerful 
water cannon that can target flames in hard-to-reach 
places such as high-rise buildings.

firefighting tank and water-drop system for the AC313, 
and has delivered eleven to customers in China. 
It believes the systems are the first developed for a 
Chinese-manufactured helicopter.

The Model 380A Fire Attack tank for the AC313 

Firehawk and the Airbus Helicopters EC225.

China is being demonstrated here at the show on an 
AC313. The 7.3-meter-long boom can shoot up to 40 
meters, and is controlled by an operator in the main 
cabin. It can fire a constant water jet for up to 6.5 
minutes with the Model 380A tank.

Other features include a camera system integrated 
into the AC313’s multifunction displays instead of 
using external cargo mirrors, providing enhanced 
visibility and situation awareness for hover pump 
and door operations. The tank also incorporates data 
recording, level sensors and an advanced door system 
for wheeled helicopters. It can be filled with either 
water or foam and retardants.

Booth 

D703, also makes firefighting and water cannon 
systems for Western- and Russian-made helicopters, as 
well as agricultural spray systems.                   —John Morris

An AC313 shows the range of its water cannon.

The AC313 can also dump 4,000 liters (1,050 U.S. gals) of water from above.

http://aviationweek.com
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Asian Sky Releases Survey of GA in China
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Have you ever wondered how many general aviation aircraft 
there are in China? The answer has remained elusive until now 
due to the country’s vast size and difficulty in accessing reliable 
information.

But now Hong Kong aviation services specialist and 

expertise it has gained with its regular business jet and helicopter 
surveys that cover Asia as well as China, and insights from sister 
companies that include Avion Pacific, which buys and sells 
helicopters and GA aircraft in China and throughout the region, 
it has compiled its first “China GA Report.”

It’s available here at the show—in Chinese only—at Asian 
Booth A803.  Or for download at www.

asianskygroup.com/media-reports
For those of you who would like to see the report in English, 

you must wait until the National Business Aviation Association 
convention in Las Vegas next month, where it will be released with 
fanfare. Or just read on here for a sneak preview of the highlights.

The survey is remarkable in that it doesn’t just list aircraft 
totals by manufacturer and type (business jets, helicopters, 
turbine utility and piston-engine aircraft), it also tells you where 
they are and who operates them. It delves into China’s policy to 
boost GA by elevating it to a separate industry, and how it will play 
a major role in economic development.  The report tells how there 
will be over 700 GA airports by 2020, and how development of 
aerospace industrial parks around them could lead to a production 
overcapacity that will, ironically, stifle growth.

And it explains why the much-talked-about pilot shortage will 
hit GA harder than the airlines (who wants a low-paid job as a GA 
flight instructor?), perhaps adding another damper to the unbridled 
GA boom that all have expected to happen for the last 20 years.

growth in the number of aircraft of over 10% since 2010, and the 
growth exceeded 20% in 2013. And it reported an approximately 
15% increase in 2016.

As of 2016 year end there were 2,595 aircraft in the Mainland 
China GA fleet. Fixed-wing totaled 1,809, including 329 
business jets, 252 turboprop and 1,228

piston and electric aircraft. 
The rotorcraft fleet is 57% turbine with 514 helicopters, 

followed by 363 piston-engine helicopters and 20 gyroplanes.
While the industry talks of growth rates by the turbine 

helicopter fleet over the last several years in the order of 20%, 
growth in the first half of 2017 has been a mere 3%. But this 
is counting deliveries rather than orders, and subtracts those 
helicopters that have been sold out of the country.

Airbus’ light-single H125 is the most popular turbine type in 
China, with 88 in service representing 17% of the total fleet, the 
report says.                                                                                      —John Morris

ASG China GA Report Helicopter chart.

http://aviationweek.com
http://www.asianskygroup.com/media-reports
http://www.asianskygroup.com/media-reports
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Air Ambulance Takes Off in China
D e m a n d  f o r  a i r 

ambulance services 
is fueling a boom in 
helicopter sales into 
China.

It might be a boost, 
though it ’s  not  yet 
the helicopter boom 
everyone is expecting, 
s a y s  L e o n a r d o 
Helicopters. But Bell 
Helicopter disagrees: 
“Yes, it’s the beginning 
o f  t h e  b o o m .  I t ’ s 
coming.”

Manufacturers are 
holding commitments 
f r o m  C h i n e s e 
customers for more 
than 500 helicopters 
for delivery within the 
next 10 years, many 
for emergency medical 
services.

Leonardo Helicopters is supplying rotorcraft for the China’s first nationwide air 
ambulance service, with 25 AW119Kx types already delivered.

An Informa Company

D
A 
Y 1

Air Ambulance helicopters are at the forefront at this year’s 
China Helicopter Exposition. 
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Boeing Moves Toward 737 Center in China

Boeing is expected to announce plans later this 
month to establish a completion and delivery center 
for the Boeing 737 in China, says Aviation Week. 
The ambitious move, if confirmed, is expected to 
be revealed when the President of China Xi Jinping 
passes through Seattle on Sept. 23 during his first 
state visit to the U.S. The new center will represent 
Boeing’s biggest single overseas commercial aircraft 
work venture, and the closest the company has come 
to opening a foreign-based production line.

Boeing, which declines to “comment on speculation,” 
is thought to have been in talks with China over the 
move for several years. Page 4

China’s New Projects Make Progress

Two of China’s large aircraft programs are 
making significant progress: construction 
of both the 158-passenger Comac C919 
single-aisle airliner and the world’s largest 
amphibian, the AVIC AG600, should be 
completed by the end of the year. Both are 
slated to make their first flights within the 
next several months.  
Meanwhile, the marketing campaign was 
launched for AVIC’s MA700 regional 
turboprop with 185 orders from 11 
customers. 

AVIC’s AG600 will fly next year. The MA700 is entering final design.

The C919 is coming together.
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AESA Radar for Eurofighter
The first, fitted to a test aircraft, 
was unveiled yesterday.  PAGE 52

AsBAA Fights for Space At Crowded AirportsAESA Radar for Eurofighter
The first, fitted to a test aircraft, 
was unveiled yesterday.  PAGE 52
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Gulfstream Leads in China
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Rolls-Royce Adds Support
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Comlux Seeks Partners
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LT Flies a Mercedes-Benz
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Bombardier Opens MRO
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China Forms BizAv Group
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VistaJet Wants Millennials
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Cirrus Adds Support Here
 PAGE 27

Clark Air Base to Grow
 PAGE 28

Cessna’s 100th Caravan
 PAGE 29

Airlines are squeezing out corporate aviation 
at Asia Pacific’s major economic hubs, prevent- 
ing business jets from realizing efficiencies 
that help corporations grow.

And while airline-focused officials that don’t 
understand business aviation continue to show 
that bias, access will only get worse.Beijing 
International airport is closed to business 

aviation for the month of April, and Hong 
Kong and Shanghai are severely restricted. 
Manila has virtually barred business jets, and 
Singapore’s Changi is becoming less open.

Access and infrastructure are the two major 
battles being fought by the Asian Business 
Aviation Association, says its Chairman, 
Charlie Mularski.                                 Page 20

AsBAA

An Informa Company

Business Jet Market Set to Pick Up
The Asia-Pacific business jet fleet will likely grow just one percent this year as new aircraft 

deliveries decline and pent-up demand for the Gulfstream G650/ER recedes, according to the 
2016 Asia Pacific Region Business Jet Fleet Report released yesterday by Hong Kong-based 
business aviation consultants Asian Sky Group (ASG). But better times are ahead.   Page 32

The HondaJet’s Here!

Honda Aircraft President and CEO Michimasa Fujino shows off the HondaJet.                        Page 6
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the best of years and the worst of 
business aviation in Greater China, 

6 will likely be the same.
ries of new aircraft will remain in 

gh into which they’ve nose dived 
12, but fixed base operators will 

port their best year ever this year as 
flying picks up. And charter opera-
eeing business returning, too. 
s buying and selling pre-owned 

will enjoy healthy activity, while new air-
veries will not likely see an uptick before 
els such as the Falcon 8X in 2017 and 

Gulfstream G500 and G600 start arriving 
in 2018. “The sales funnel is drying up,” says 
Jeffrey Lowe, Managing Director of Hong 
Kong consultants Asian Sky Group (ASG). 

Those are the conclusions of ASG’s 
eagerly awaited 2015 Asia Pacific Region 
Business Jet Fleet Report, released here yes-
terday. The annual survey is the most compre-
hensive guide available to business jet activity 
in the region by make and model, country, 
and operator. It has been expanded this year 
to include India, Australia and New Zealand.  
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